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N.O.-Afr. ii. p. liv (1873); Antin. et Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civ. 
Gen. iv. p. 434 (1873). 

Cypselus affinis, Boe. (nec J. E. Gray) Jorn. Sc. Acad. Lisboa, 
n. xii. p. 269 (1871) (Angola). 

Cypselus sharpii, Bouv. Bull. Soc. Zool. Franc. i. p. 228, 
pl. vi. f. 1 (1876) (Banane, Congo); Sharpe cet Bouv. ibid. 
p. 303. 

Cypselus finschi, Boc. Orn. Ang. p. 159 (1877) (Angola). 


Turin, Zoological Museum. 
May 10th, 1881. 


XLIH.—Description of a supposed new Aplonis from Vaté 
(Sandwich) Island, New Hebrides. By E. L. LAYARD, 
C.M.G., F.Z.8., &c., H. B. M. Consul in New Caledonia. 
With Remarks by Canon Tristram, F.R.S. 


We have had for some time in our possession an example of 
an Aplonis which did not occur to L. L. during his visits to 
Vaté, but which was subsequently forwarded to us in alcohol. 
Unfortunately we cannot make out the sex; but it is cither a 
young male or else a female. On this account we have hesi- 
tated to describe it, but will not longer delay, as we see no 
chance of obtaining more specimens from the same locality. 
We propose, from the rufous colouring of the wings, to desig- 
nate the species 


APLONIS RUFIPENNIS, N, Sp. 

General colour above brown, with a rufous gloss through- 
out; front paler than the top and back of the head ; between 
the eye and the nares a blackish patch; wing-primarics 
brown, anterior edges bright rufous chestnut, this colour 
prevailing on the lower flanks and upper tail-coverts ; spurious 
wing and two or three outer secondaries almost black, forming 
a well-marked patch on the upper edge of the wing. Chin, 
throat, and underparts grey-drab, the drab prevailing on the 
two first-named places ; under tail-coverts much tinged with 
rufous. Length 7" 3", wing 4", tail 2” 6", tarse 13”, bill 1”. 

Neither in Gray’s ‘ Hand-list’ nor in his ‘ Birds of Tropical 
Islands’ is there any mention of an Aplonis from the New 
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Hebrides. L. L. did not see any during his several visits ; 
and we therefore conclude that the species is as yet unknown. 

The throat contained round red berries, probably seeds of 
some species of banian. The entrails &c. had been removed, 
and the sex was undiscoverable. 

[Note.—It is, perhaps, rather bold to question a species 
without having seen the specimen ; but I am disposed to demur 
(first) to the fact of this being a new species, and (secondly) 
to the differentiating characters given by my friend. 

In measurements it agrees exactly with Calornis cantoroides, 
G. R. Gray, a very widely extended species, though it is quite 
possible that, as the Loyalty Islands possess their peculiar spe- 
cies (C.atronitens) , the New Hebrides may also have their own. 
But the rufous colouring of the body and the chestnut wings 
appear to me to be merely a variation to which the whole 
Starling tribe are liable. I have before me, as I write, a 
specimen of Sturnus vulgaris, shot at Darlington, of which 
the whole upper surface and wings are uniformly bright 
rufous; this specimen I exhibited at a meeting of the 
Zoological Society. I have also before me a specimen of 
Calornis from the Solomon Islands, collected by Capt. 
Richards, R.N., which has the wings and tail chestnut, but 
which, in the absence of a larger series, I should certainly 
hesitate to describe from these characters. It is certainly 
neither Calornis metallica, nor C. cantoroides, both of which 
occur in the Solomon Islands, but is most nearly allied to 
C. atronitens, yet with different reflections. In cither case I 
should prefer to wait for other specimens before deciding a 
species from what I suspect to be accidental characters.— 
nee. YT.) 


XLIV.—On two apparently new Finches of the Genus Ery- 
thrura, with Remarks on other known Species of the Group. 


By P. L. Scrarer, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S. 
(Plate XV.) 


Mr. J. K. Howarp, F.Z.S., has kindly placed in my hands 
the skin of a Finch of the genus Erythrura which was shot 


